PLEASANTVILLE DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

1 (ART/MUSIC) HUMAN NATURE – J.A. Phillips has written that "Eve was the first femme fatale"  the seductress who so commonly appears in Hollywood films and literary fiction to lure man from his ideal nature or noble behavior and bring about his downfall (p. 51, Eve: The History of an Idea). Numerous Church Fathers placed the onus of the Fall on Eve; subsequently all women were linked with the bodily desires and drives of humankind (notably sex, death, physical pleasures). Moral dilemmas surrounding human embodiment, represented through the body of woman, were understood to be the punitive outcome for the consumption of the forbidden fruit in the Garden of Eden. 
What are the "forbidden fruits" that are consumed in Pleasantville? How does Pleasantville navigate the relationship between living the moral life and enjoying the sensual pleasures of the body (food, art, music, sex, etc.)? Is the body and its sensual and aesthetic drives and desires portrayed in a negative or positive light? How do the art or music allusions reveal the moral dilemmas of the citizens? Are these moral dilemmas gendered? 

2 (LITERARY) FREE WILL  In Augustine’s understanding of the Fall, human free will plays a major role in accounting for the presence of evil in the world, and evil results from the willful rebellion of humanity against God. This interpretation of Genesis seems to connect human free will with evil and rebellion. The Eastern Orthodox view of the Fall does not advocate such a close connection between human free will and evil. This view seems to support a more evolutionary view. For humans to develop to their full potential they require freedom of choice. And freedom is only real when there is an environment that responds with real consequences, for good or evil. Human life then is an arena for the development of individual potential in which one must bear the responsibility for one’s own choices.

In the movie Pleasantville, discuss which views of free will (free will=evil OR free will=potential) seem to be featured in the film. Do specific characters focus or adopt specific views of free will? How do the literary allusions represent either of these views of free will? Does the director emphasize one view of free will for the entire film?
3 (HISTORY) COMMUNITY – Several cultural analysts during the last few decades have noted that North Americans are obsessed with perfection. Writer Richard Fenn provides a sociological and theological analysis of this perfectionist impulse in British and American culture, "the dream of the perfect act" that fuses politics with the divine will. John Shelton Lawrence and Robert Jewett dealt with the popular culture side of this dream in The American Monomyth, an analysis of the superheroic figure whose perfect appearance and performance have dominated popular entertainment and advertisements since the 1930s. Christian theology has also placed particular emphasis on perfection: the idea of perfection in the Garden of Eden and the idea of perfecting oneself. 

Pleasantville presents its own version of a perfect community. What does it entail? What is the relationship between the historic allusions presented in this film and this view of perfection?

4 (BIBLICAL) REALITY  Augustine’s interpretation of the Fall suggests that the original situation of humanity was a state of perfection from which our first parents departed with dire consequences for the entire human race. The Garden of Eden has been continuously described as a place of paradise with no sickness, suffering or toil. The action of Adam and Eve denied that paradise to all of humanity. 

This seems also to be the plot of Pleasantville where the actions of some of the characters result in the Fall from Paradise. Does the movie condemn a character(s) for destroying or changing paradise? Do the changes in Pleasantville represent a type of Fall?
